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of gunfire with gang members. He will be en-
shrined on the Memorial Wall of Honor with
361 other peace officers who died in the line
of duty in 2011, 19 of whom are from Cali-
fornia.

Dedicated on October 15, 1991, the Memo-
rial honors Federal, State and local law en-
forcement officers who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for the safety and protection of
our Nation and its people. Carved on its walls
are the names of more than 19,000 officers
who have been killed in the line of duty
throughout U.S. history, dating back to the first
known death in 1791.

On February 19, 1985, Officer Giniewicz
and his partner were accosted by three gang
members while off duty in Signal Hill, Cali-
fornia. When Officer Giniewicz identified him-
self as a police officer the assailants opened
fired and shot him multiple times. Miracu-
lously, Officer Giniewicz survived the shooting
but was paralyzed from the waist. He spend
the next 26 years as a paraplegic and under-
went multiple surgeries before succumbing on
December 7, 2011 due to complications from
his injuries.

It is fitting recognition of Officer Giniewicz's
heroism that his name will be added to the
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
Wall during the National Peace Officers Me-
morial Service.

Officer Giniewicz was more than a police of-
ficer, he was a dedicated father, son, brother,
friend, and role model to his colleagues on the
Signal Hill Police Department. Although his in-
juries were severe and followed him through-
out his life, he fought through it and was still
able to enjoy many of the activities he loved
before the shooting. Officer Giniewicz was a
35-year member of the Blue Knights Law En-
forcement Motorcycle Club, as well as a life-
time member of the National Rifle Association.

Mr. Speaker, Officer Anthony Giniewicz epit-
omized everything that is good and true and
great about America. He was brave and kind
and fearless and devoted to serving others.
He is survived by his mother, Nellie; son, An-
thony Aleksandr; stepson, John; stepdaughter,
Barbara; former wife, Barbara; six sisters
Paula, Linda, Elaine, Christine, Diane and
Laurie; and two grandchildren Katelyn and
Marissa.

As a member of the Law Enforcement Cau-
cus and the representative in Congress of Sig-
nal Hill, California, | am saddened at the loss
of Officer Anthony Giniewicz but proud to rep-
resent the police department Officer Giniewicz
served with such distinction. | am honored to
represent the people of the 37th Congres-
sional District of California in paying tribute to
the 362 fallen heroes who will be joining the
more than 19,000 gallant men and women
who gave the last full measure of devotion to
the communities they took an oath to protect
and serve.

Mr. Speaker, | ask for a moment of silence
in memory of Officer Anthony Giniewicz and
every other man and woman whose name
graces the National Peace Officers Memorial
Wall of Honor.
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HONORING DR. HAMID SHIRVANI,
PRESIDENT OF THE CALIFORNIA
STATE UNIVERSITY,
STANISLAUS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, my colleague,
Mr. CARDOZA, and | rise today to acknowledge
and honor Dr. Hamid Shirvani, President of
the California State University, Stanislaus, to
thank him for his leadership and dedication to
the academic advancement of the Central Val-
ley.

Dr. Hamid Shirvani faithfully served Cali-
fornia State University, Stanislaus, as its
President for seven years since his appoint-
ment on July 1, 2005.

Under his leadership, the academic reputa-
tion of the university grew in stature and the
university received national recognition for its
excellence, including its first appearance in the
Princeton Review’s Best Colleges list in 2007,
and then every year since.

Dr. Shirvani carefully managed the re-
sources of the university: eliminating a budget
deficit that existed upon his arrival, building a
reserve, and guiding the university through se-
vere budget reductions that were not fully re-
placed by tuition increases. While these cuts
were made more catastrophic by rising enroll-
ment, Dr. Shirvani maintained and even im-
proved the academic quality of the university
by providing a high level of service to the stu-
dents.

Demonstrating his deep commitment to sup-
port and strengthen the region, he proactively
and tirelessly reached out to the region’s busi-
ness community to learn about their workforce
needs, build partnerships, and create new
academic programs to address those needs.
He did all this while also providing high-qual-
ity, educational opportunities for students that
would prepare them for well-paying jobs in the
region after graduation.

President Shirvani tenaciously advocated on
the university’'s behalf and established rela-
tionships with diverse educational partners
and businesses and secured more than $118
million of external resources—the fruit of
which included eight newly endowed profes-
sorships and many large donations used to
provide scholarships to students with financial
need, fund the development of new academic
programs, and build and upgrade campus fa-
cilities.

His dedication to serving the students and
putting their needs first was recognized when
he was twice selected as President of the
Year by the system-wide student body govern-
ment, representing 430,000 students across
23 campuses, in 2007 and 2009.

He is a visionary leader who made substan-
tial contributions to higher education in the
Central Valley and worked hard to raise the
profile and stature of the university.

In June 2012, President Shirvani will be
leaving CSU Stanislaus to become the Chan-
cellor of the North Dakota University System.

Mr. Speaker, please join us in honoring and
commending Dr. Hamid Shirvani, President of
the California State University, Stanislaus, for
his numerous years of selfless service to the
education of our community.

May 15, 2012

RECOGNIZING CURTIS WHITEHEAD,
MAY 2012 STUDENT OF THE MONTH

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize an outstanding student from my congres-
sional district, Curtis Whitehead. Curtis is a
senior at August Martin High School in
Queens, NY and has won the April student of
the month award. During his time at August
Martin, Curtis has overcome challenges, ex-
celled in his studies and discovered his true
passions: cooking and acting. Since his soph-
omore year, he has had a recurring lead role
on a Time Warner Cable production called
“Power Tools for Life.” He has since, partici-
pated and excelled in countless culinary com-
petitions. By all accounts Curtis is well liked
and respected by his classmates and teach-
ers, baking cookies and cupcakes for their
birthdays and offering to help in times of need.
Upon graduation Curtis will enroll in the Cul-
inary Academy. | applaud Curtis Whitehead for
winning student of the month and wish him the
best in his future endeavors.

——————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
on January 20, 2009, the day President
Obama took office, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $15,676,996,273,860.82. We've
added $5,050,119,224,947.74 to our debt in
just over 3 years. This is debt our nation, our
economy, and our children could have avoided
with a balanced budget amendment.

MARISHA LOZADA
HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate Marisha Lozada as a Gold Medal re-
cipient of the Scholastic Art and Writing
Awards of 2012 for her painting tited Woman
with Black.

The Scholastic Art and Writing Awards is
the largest, longest-running scholarship and
recognition program for creative teens. Awards
are presented annually by the Alliance for
Young Artists and Writers, a nonprofit organi-
zation headquartered in New York.

This year, the Scholastic Art and Writing
Awards program received 200,000 submis-
sions from students in public, private and
home schools across America. Of the 200,000
submissions, 60,000 students received re-
gional recognition and 1,600 received national
medals.

Mr. Speaker, the arts are an important part
of America’s cultural fabric, and student cre-
ativity should always be encouraged. There-
fore, | congratulate Marisha Lozada for her
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